
 

 

                                                                   SATPF1

Application for Secretary of State’s consent under S77 of 
the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 to 
dispose, or change the use of school playing fields. 

Name of Local Authority    Halton 

Department of Education (DfE) number and name of each school for which the playing field is used 
and/or held. 

DfE reference number (s)  876/4203 

(For example, 123/4567)  
 

School name 

Fairfield High School 

This application form must be signed by an official authorised to act on behalf of the Authority, or by an 
authorised member of staff or governing body in the case of a disposal at a foundation school 

Signed 

Click here to enter text. 

Address 

Municipal Building, 
Kingsway, Widnes 
WA8 7QF 

Authorised office of Local Authority 

Click here to enter text. 

Name Mark Reaney 

Position 
held 

Operational Director – Legal Services 

Telephone 
no. 

0151 511 6006 

E-mail mark.reaney@halton.gov.uk  Date Click here to 
enter text. 

Notes to applicants 
The Secretary of State has a presumption against the need to change the current pattern of playing 
field provision at schools. DfE Guidance: The Protection of School Playing Fields and Public 
Land, issued in November 2012, sets out the criteria against which all applications will be assessed. 
Applications will also be assessed by the School Playing Fields Advisory Panel who will provide the 
Secretary of State with independent advice on the extent to which it considers the application meets 
the published criteria. 

‘Playing field’ is defined as land in the open air which is provided for the purposes of physical 
education or recreation. Physical education and recreation is considered to mean team games, non-
team games, informal and social activities and the study or enjoyment of the natural environment. 

Certain sections of the application form contain references to the relevant paragraphs of the published 
DfE Guidance: The Protection of School Playing Fields and Public Land, issued in November 



 

 

2012. This document can be accessed via the internet at: www.education.gov.uk 

 

 

Common statements 

You should complete all questions appropriate to your application. Where you do not consider it 
relevant to your application to complete certain questions, you should provide a full explanation as to 
why those questions have not been completed. Not completing all appropriate questions may 
affect the outcome of your application. Applicants are encouraged to supplement their application 
with whatever additional information they consider appropriate. 

References to paragraphs within the application form are references to the relevant paragraphs of DfE 
Guidance: The Protection of School Playing Fields and Public Land, published in November 2012 
and available from. The latest version of the guidance and application form is available from this 
website. 

A sports pitch, naturally, forms part of a school’s team games playing fields. 

Team game playing fields are playing fields which, having regard to their configuration, are suitable for 
the playing of team games, and which are laid out for that purpose. They may include grass, all-
weather and hard surface areas. 

If you have any queries, please contact: 
Schools Assets Team  
Direct line:  01325 735791 

E-mail: schoolsassets.efacapital@education.gsi.gov.uk 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Where boxes appear, please place an ‘X’ in those that apply. 

Section A: General 

What is the overriding reason for the proposed disposal or change of use? 

 Fairfield High School closed 31st August 2009 and all pupils transferred to Wade Deacon which was 
expanded as part of the BSF programme, and both sites were used whilst the works were carried out 
to refurbish and extend Wade Deacon on its existing site.  Since the 15th April 2013 as planned all 
pupils have moved to the refurbished Wade Deacon site based on Birchfield Road, and the Fairfield 
High school is now closed.  Schedule 1 approval was given for the disposal of the school building and 
demolition started week commencing 29th July 2013.   The playing fields are no longer required as all 
sporting provision at Wade Deacon has been upgraded with an additional dedicated sports hall and 
astroturf pitch. Following the closure of the school there is no longer a need for the playing field 
however the Council urgently requires this land to support a cemetery and housing development.  

 Which category below best describes the 
land in question?  If more than one 
category is applicable, please complete 
those categories which best describe the 
land.  Specify size of area(s) in m² for 
each category. 

Land Description The playing field area amounts to 
approximately 59,253 m² shown edged 
red on the attached plan (appendix B). 
The area of the all-weather pitch is 
included within the site area for the 
playing field. 

 
Sports pitch  

 

All-weather pitch or part of all-weather pitch. The all-weather pitch is shown edged 
green on the attached plan and amounts 
to approximately 7,526 m² (Appendix B).  

Hard surface games court for team and non-team games 
and skills practice (for example multi-games court, hard 
tennis court, basketball or netball court, etc.). 

N/A 

 
Hard surface games court for team and non-team games 
and skills practice (for example playground, grassed or 
paved area, outdoor seating and teaching area, quiet 
area, etc). 

N/A 

Marginal area (for example, around edges or playing fields N/A 



 

 

for run-off and to allow cyclical re-alignment of pitches, 
scrub or wasteland etc.) 

 

 

Habitat area (for example, for environmental studies, 
including school gardens, copse, livestock enclosure, 
nature trail, etc.). 

N/A 

 

 

Local authority parkland that is used (or has been used) 
for the purposes of a maintained school. 

N/A 

 

 

Please attach a plan (preferably A4 size) of: 

i) The local area showing the playing field in question and identifying any other school playing 
fields held or used by the school; and  

ii) The school site (if applicable) and the area that will be affected by the proposed change of 
use or disposal. 

You should also attach photographs of the land to be disposed of, if this helps describe it.  

Please refer to Appendix A for the local area, and Appendix B for the school site.  

 

 

Is the land currently used, or 
has been used as a sports 
pitch?   

Yes N/A No School closed 

If ‘Yes’, which sport(s) is it used for and how often is it used each week? 

N/A 

 

Section B: Schools’ needs  

Only complete if the school is continuing or relocating to another site. 

School pupil details  

a) Present Number on Roll (NOR), as defined in paragraph 
13 of the guidance 

N/A as school closed 

School playing fields – minimum recommended site area as calculated by Annex A: Area 
Guidelines  

 

Site area for all pupils 

 Existing m² Reduction m² Retained m² 

Recommended minimum site 
area for existing school 

N/A as school 
closed 

N/A as school 
closed   

N/A as school 
closed 



 

 

If retained area is smaller than the minimum recommended site area how are the pupil’s current and 
future needs to be catered for? 

 

N/A as school closed 

 

Other schools’ needs  

Number of maintained/special schools in the local area: 

Primary schools within 1/2 mile radius of disposal area. 3  

Secondary schools within 1 mile radius of disposal area. 1  

Schools that share a campus or a boundary with the school in question. 0  

 
Provide a map of the local area showing the ½ and 1 mile radii and location of identified schools.  

See appendix E 

 
Complete Annex A for each school within ½ mile (primary) and 1 mile (secondary) radii. This 
information will help the Department assess the level of provision of school playing fields in the local 
area and the needs of those schools. 

 
If there are any maintained schools in the local area which have a shortage of playing field area as 
defined in Annex A, please state the reasons why the area which is subject of this application cannot 
be use by those schools.  Please provide supporting evidence (for example, letters from other 
schools). 

Currently consulting on a proposal to extend the age range of Fairfield Junior School to 4 – 11 years and discontinue 
Fairfield Infant School.  Both schools share a playing field.  If the sale of Fairfield High School playing field is agreed, 
additional investment will be made in sports provision for the newly amalgamated school.  Please refer to Appendix D 
confirming support for the proposal from Fairfield Infant and Junior School.  

 

Curriculum 

Please provide a detailed assessment of the impact that the proposal will have on the provision of both 
formal and informal curriculum.  You should clearly demonstrate how the curriculum will be met.  

 

N/A School closed 

                                                                                                                                                 

 
Equal opportunities 

How will the disposal affect pupils with a disability  

For example: 

 Will the disposal or change of this land adversely affect the quality or amount of facilities that 
they currently enjoy? 

 If new facilities are to be provided, how will they improve the standard of facilities available to 
disabled pupils? 



 

 

The change of use to this land will not affect pupils with a disability, as they now attend the fully refurbished Wade 
Deacon High School which has a fully accessible sporting curriculum. 

 
Section C: Community use  

Please specify any authorised users/groups that use the playing field that is the subject of this 
application. If ‘Yes’, what alternative arrangements are proposed? 

Yes there was one authorised group who used the playing field ‐ a model group.  It has been arranged that the group can 
use the playing field at Wade Deacon now the new school is operational.                                                                                        

 

Section D: Finance  

Based on a current valuation of the disposal area, what are the estimated proceeds or value of any 
benefits in kind? Please enclose the official, signed valuation report. 

Valuation report from the District Valuer enclosed (Appendix F). The land does not have planning permission for any 
development but an application is to be made for partial cemetery and partial residential development. It is anticipated 
that any new use will have overage provisions within the development agreement but at this stage there is no preferred 
or interested bidder and therefore it is impossible to say.    

 

 
Paragraph 18 of the guidance sets out the expected priorities for the use of proceeds or benefits 
arising from any disposal that is allowed.  Please detail how the whole of the disposal proceeds are to 
be used.  If proceeds are not to be used to enhance or improve sporting facilities, please state why. 
Please enclose a full cost breakdown of the project(s). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Because of the factors set out in the previous question, the disposal proceeds are uncertain at present. However it is 
anticipated that the proceeds will be part used to fund the cemetery development with the balance applied (in part) to 
Fairfield infants and Juniors.  As we have no figures we cannot be more definitive at this stage.                                                     

 

How will the proposed use of proceeds improve the physical activity and/or education standards 
achieved by pupils?  Please expand on the project(s) outlined in question 28.  What targets are you 
setting to say how the projects will improve standards 

We are proposing the extension of the age range of Fairfield Junior School and discontinuance of Fairfield Infant School in 
order to allow a seamless transition from Key Stage 1 (Infants) to Key Stage 2 (Juniors), provide greater opportunities for 
curriculum continuity and development, greater opportunities for staff development, allow greater flexibility with a 
combined budget to deploy staff and curriculum resources effectively, and provide greater opportunities for staff 
recruitment.   

 

 

Section E: Consultation  

Please attach evidence of the consultation undertaken, particularly with local schools.  Where 
schools in the area have a shortfall of playing field provision, but do not require access to the 
land being disposed of, please provide written evidence from those schools detailing why 
access is not required. 

 
Please confirm, with reference to paragraph 21 of the guidance, that consultation has taken place 



 

 

with: 

Governing Body, head teacher, teachers and parents of pupils attending the school or any other 
school which uses, or has used, the playing field. 

 
 
 

Yes 

 

All of the 
above were 
consulted with  

No 

 

Click here to enter text. 

Please state how the consultation was carried out. 

A letter and copy of the notice (Appendix C (ii)) was sent home with each pupil at Wade Deacon High School and also 
circulated to the Governing Body, Head Teacher and staff, as Wade Deacon used the Peel House Lane site whilst the 
building work was being completed for the new school.   No other schools used this playing field.  

 

 

(ii) Governing Body and head teacher of the schools within a one mile radius of disposal area. 

 Yes Fairfield Infant and 
Junior School 

No Click here to enter text. 

Please state how the consultation was carried out. 

Fairfield Infant and Junior Schools were the only schools identified as having a shortage in playing fields.  An email and 
copy of the notice was sent to the Headteacher detailing the consultation and the Governing bodies of both schools were 
consulted.    

 

 

c) any group or organisation with permission to use the playing field. 

Yes  One group was consulted with No Click here to enter text.  

Please state how the consultation was carried out. 

The consultation letter and notice was sent to the Model Group as they previously used the playing field.  

 

d) The local community generally. 

Yes  The local community were consulted  No Click here to enter text.  

Please state how the consultation was carried out. 

The notice (Appendix C (iii)) was displayed in the following locations from Wednesday 5th June – 
Wednesday 19th July: 

 On the school gates 
 At Wade Deacon High School 
 4 Community Centres  (Widnes) 
 4 Direct Link One stop shops (Runcorn and Widnes) 
 4 Libraries (Runcorn and Widnes) 
 4 Children Centres (Widnes) 
 Health Centre and Pharmacy next door to the site 
 On the Halton Borough Council Website 

 
An advert was placed in the local newspaper on Wednesday 5th June 2013 (Appendix C (i)). 

 
The consultation letter and notice was also mailed out to houses neighbouring the site (Appendix C 



 

 

(ii)), and Local Councillors in the area. 
 

e) any minor authority in whose area the playing field is situated or by a maintained authority with 
regards to a disposal at a foundation school 

Yes  
Click here to enter text. No None  

 

 

What were the results of the consultation for each group that you consulted? 

 
Four responses were received to the consultation.  A response was received from the Headteacher of Fairfield Infant and 
Junior  schools  supporting  the  proposal.  One  response  had  no  objection  to  the  development  of  a  cemetery  but was 
concerned at the plan to build more housing.  Another respondent suggested building more flats  instead of a cemetery 
and the fourth respondent raised her concerns about not directly receiving notification of the proposal.  This respondent 
did not oppose the development but wanted assurances about drainage systems and speeding traffic. 

  

Please provide a detailed summary of the relevant objections if any identified. 

No objections received.                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Where there are valid objections to the proposed disposal or change of use how you do propose to 
address the objections’ concerns?  Valid objections are for example concerns about a schools’ ability 
to provide adequate facilities for its pupils or the ability of other schools in the local area to provide 
adequate playing fields.  Similarly concerns about adverse effects on existing formal or informal 
authorised use of playing fields by groups or organisations.  The Department should not take into 
account objections concerning the development of land or the possibility or future increases in 
community use.  These are matters for the planning process. 

 

No objections received 

 

 

 

Consultation should be carried out for 6 term-time weeks 

 

How many weeks in term-time has the consultation covered?  6 weeks from 05th June 2013 – 17th July 2013 

 

If the consultation period for any of the groups is less than 6 term-time weeks 

please explain why the Department should accept a shorter period. 

N/A – the consultation ran from the 05th June – 17th July 2013.                                                                                                            



 

 

Name of local Member of Parliament Mr Derek Twigg 

If the local MP has expressed an interest, does he/she support or oppose the proposed disposal or 
change of use? 

Please give details, if applicable. 

Mr Twigg was sent a copy of the consultation letter and notice. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

Section 77 application 

Checklist for Completed application from SATPF1 
All Applications 

Have you: 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

Confirmed the application form has been signed by an official authorised to act on behalf of 
the Authority? 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

Confirmed all relevant questions on the application form have been completed in line with 
guidance  

 Attached a plan of: 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

The local area showing the playing field in question and identifying any other school 
playing fields held or used by the school? and 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

The school site (if applicable) and the area that will be affected by the proposed change of 
use or disposal? 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

Attached photographs of the land to be disposed of 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 
 
 

Provided evidence of the range and type of consultation undertaken, for example, copies 
of letters sent to other schools and authorities and copies of notices in the local press? 

 

Have 
you: 

 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

Completed and attached Annex A for each school falling within the radii? 

Click here 
to enter 
text. 

In the case of any schools in the local area which have a shortage of team game playing 
field provision, supplied supporting evidence (for example, letters from other schools) 
which details why the area which is the subject of this application cannot be used by those 
schools? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Annex A: Other schools’ needs (Paragraph 14 of the guidance refers) 
 
DfE number and name of each school for which the playing field is used and/or held. 

Dfe reference number(s) (for example 123/4567) 

876/2407 & 876/2425 

School name 

Fairfield Infant School and Fairfield Junior School 

 

School pupil details 

 

a) Present Number on Roll (NOR) Infant 234, Junior 279 (May 
2013 Census)  
 

b) Maximum potential capacity (the physical capacity of the school x 105% to allow for appeals)   

Infant 252, Junior 336 

 
c) what is the minimum playing field area required by Area 
Guidelines (m²)? Use highest NOR 

21,572 m² 

 

d) Existing playing field area (m²)  16,333 m² 

Is the playing field area d greater than the area required at c? Yes Click here to enter text. No x

Please return the completed form to: 
Schools Assets Team 

Education Funding Agency 
Schools Capital Division 

Ground Floor 
Mowden Hall 

Staindrop Road 
Darlington 
DL3 9BG 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex A: Other schools’ needs (Paragraph 14 of the guidance refers) 
 
DfE number and name of each school for which the playing field is used and/or held. 

Dfe reference number(s) (for example 123/4567) 

876/3177 

School name 

Farnworth Primary  

 

School pupil details 

 

a) Present Number on Roll (NOR)  389 (May 2013 
census) 
 

b) Maximum potential capacity (the physical capacity of the school x 105% to allow for appeals)   

412 

 
c) what is the minimum playing field area required by Area Guidelines 
(m²)? Use highest NOR 

15,700  

d) Existing playing field area (m²)  21,126  

Is the playing field area d greater than the area required at c? Yes x No Click here to enter 
text. 

Please return the completed form to: 
Schools Assets Team 

Education Funding Agency 
Schools Capital Division 

Ground Floor 
Mowden Hall 

Staindrop Road 
Darlington 
DL3 9BG 

 
 



Section 77 application Appendices 
Appendix A Aerial view of the site 

Appendix B School site plan 

Appendix C(i) Newspaper Advert 

Appendix C(ii) Letter and Notice to Consultees 

Appendix C(iii) Site Notice 

Appendix D Confirmation of support from Fairfield Infant and Juniors  

Appendix E Radial Maps of ½ mile Primary Schools 1 mile Secondary Schools 

Appendix F Signed valuation report 
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Policy & Resources Directorate 
Municipal Building, Kingsway, Widnes WA8 7QF 
Tel: 0303 333 4300  

 

Dear Consultee,   
  

Notice of consultation 
Section 77  Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 (as amended) Proposals 

to dispose, or change the use of former school playing fields 
 
The Council is consulting on a proposed change of use of the school playing fields at the 
former Fairfield High/Wade Deacon High School, Peel House Lane, Widnes, to Cemetery 
and Residential Development.  The plan of the former school playing field under 
consultation can be viewed at 
www.halton.gov.uk/www.halton.gov.uk/peelhouse_lane_playing_field. 
 
For your information the notice overleaf will be made available at the site, local libraries, 
Direct Links and community centres, for the benefit of those who do not receive individual 
notification.  
 
If you  wish  to  make   any  comments  on  the  proposed change of use,  please send  
them  by e-mail to mark.reaney@halton.gov.uk or  in  writing to the address on this letter 
quoting the reference shown, within 6 weeks of the date of this letter, i.e. no later than 17 
July 2013. 
 
I would point out that, under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, 
your written comments will constitute a document which is available for any member of 
the public to see on demand. 
 
An analysis of the comments received will be forwarded to the Secretary of State as part 
of the Council’s application for consent to the proposal. 
 
Further opportunities will be made available for the public to comment once feasibility 
studies for the development of this land have been completed.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mark Reaney  
Operational Director Legal and Democratic Services  

 Our Ref Fairfield High playing field 
consultation 

Your ref  

Date 05th June 2013 

E-mail address Mark.reaney@halton.gov.uk 

gallimorec
Text Box
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From: Fairfield Junior - Head  
Sent: 15 July 2013 14:19 
To: Mark Reaney 
Subject: consultation 
 
 
Dear Mark, 
 
I am replying on behalf of both Fairfield Infant and Junior Schools. 
 
Both Schools are in favour of the development of the site as they feel it will have the following 
advantages for the Schools: 

 It will give more security of numbers coming to the school because of the additional housing 
 Both Schools will benefit from the sale of the land as the Council have said that the funds will 

help improve facilities at both Schools. 
 
Both of these factors will be highly advantageous to the children of this community as upgraded 
resources will provide the children with many positive assets both in terms of better facilities and in 
terms of financial savings made over time. 
 Yours sincerely, 
 
Irene Hodkinson 
 
 

  
Irene Hodkinson 
Head teacher 
Fairfield Junior School 

Telephone:        0151 424 0123 
Fax:                   0151 420 0856 
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